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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   

A message from Dr. Hangtae Cho 
 

Dear Members of the American Association of Teachers of Korean, 

I extend my warmest greetings to you all. It is my hope that the past academic 

year has been both safe and fruitful, and that the forthcoming summer months 

will afford you a well-deserved period of rest and rejuvenation. 

I am delighted to invite you to the 29th Annual AATK Conference, scheduled to 

take place at Indiana University Bloomington this coming June. The theme for 

this year’s gathering, “New Learning Ecology and Innovative Language Peda-

gogy and Research: Reconceptualization, Challenges, and Future Directions,” 

reflects our ongoing commitment to innovation in language education. This en-

deavor is increasingly significant as we integrate advanced digital tools and em-

brace principles of social justice—including diversity, equity, and inclusion—into 

our educational practices. These shifts are transforming every aspect of lan-

guage learning and teaching, compelling us to rethink the roles of educators and 

learners, to adapt to emerging paradigms, and to refine our strategies to meet 

the evolving needs of our students. 

This year's conference aims to foster a dialogue among Korean language educa-

tors and researchers about these complex changes and to envision innovative 

approaches within our field. I wish to express my profound gratitude to Dr. Hyo 

Sang Lee, the Local Chair, and Dr. Kyung-Eun Yoon, the Program Chair, for their 

exhaustive efforts in orchestrating what promises to be an enlightening and in-

spiring event. My thanks also go to Dr. Mijeong Kim, AATK Executive Secretary, 

and Dr. Hi-Sun Kim, Treasurer, for their steadfast dedication to the organizational 

aspects of the conference. 

We are immensely thankful to the Korea Foundation for its generous and sus-

tained financial support, and to Director Changshik Yoon for his genuine commit-

ment to our association’s future. Additionally, we acknowledge the significant 

contributions of Indiana University, facilitated by Dr. Hyo Sang Lee, and the mor-

al and financial backing provided by Korea Foundation Professor Seung-kyung 

Kim, Director of the Institute for Korean Studies.  

Our core initiatives, including the Korean Language in America Journal, the Kore-

an Honor Society, the Korean Special Interest Group at the American Council on 

the Teaching of Foreign Languages, and the AATK Colloquium series, continue 

to thrive.  
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The Journal, under the leadership of outgoing Editor-in-Chief Dr. Hae-Young Kim and incoming Editor-in-Chief Dr. Minju Kim, has 

grown into a vibrant scholarly hub. The Korean Honor Society and our special interest group have seen notable expansion and 

success, thanks in part to the dedication of their respective committees.  

Introduced in 2020, the AATK Colloquium now offers biannual sessions that explore various research areas within Korean lan-

guage education, enhancing our academic offerings. I extend my gratitude to the Colloquium Committee for their innovative con-

tributions to our field. 

The AATK remains committed to supporting the intellectual and professional growth of its members, providing a platform for the 

exchange of scholarly work and teaching experiences, and fostering discussions on current trends in language education. We 

value your input and participation as we continue to develop and implement new ideas.  

I look forward to welcoming you to Indiana University for the 2024 AATK Annual Meeting and anticipate another enriching gather-

ing next year at the University of Hawaii at Manoa for our 30th Annual Meeting.  

 

Sincerely, 

Hangtae Cho, Ph.D. 

President, American Association of Teachers of Korean 

THE 29
th

 AATK CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP 

A message from Local Chair, Hyo Sang Lee 

It is such a delight and honor to host the 29th AATK Annual Meeting at Indiana University. On behalf of all the faculty of the Korean 

language program at Indiana University, who served as the local organizing committee, we welcome you all to our beautiful cam-

pus and look forward to seeing you all in Bloomington. 

This year’s theme is “New Learning Ecology and Innovative Language Pedagogy and Research: Reconceptualizations, Challeng-

es, and Future Directions.” It is a timely theme when the application of AI is such a heated topic in a wide variety of fields and disci-

plines including language education and pedagogy.  

This year’s conference program features a broad range of topics in presentations, workshops, and special sessions. It also pre-

sents three outstanding invited speakers, Dr. Gregg Kessler (Ohio University), Dr. Shannon Sauro (University of Maryland, Balti-

more County), and Dr. Junho Lee, the President of the International Association of Korean Language Education (IAKLE). We thank 

all the guest speakers for their invaluable contribution to the conference and making this year’s meeting special. We would also like 

to extend our gratitude to all the presenters, and session chairs for their hard work and dedication. 

This year’s conference would not be made possible without support from many sponsors. We would like to express our sincere 

thanks to Korea Foundation and KELAR Textbooks for their year-after-year generous contributions. We would like to recognize the 

local sponsors at Indiana University: Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures, the East Asian Studies Center, and the 

Institute for Korean Studies. A special thank should go to the Indiana University Research, who gives us a generous funding. Our 

appreciation should also go to our co-sponsors, Center for Urban Language Teaching and Research (CULTR) at Georgia State 

University, KONG & PARK and HAWOO PUBLISHING INC. As the local chair, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to 

our Korean language program faculty, Dr. Jiyoung Kim, Dr. Weejeong Jeong, Dr. Eun-Hye Kim Hess, and Dr. Joungmok Lee, and 

our (both graduate and undergraduate) student assistants, Peter Lim, Anna Moore, Yeoeun Park, Joy Seo, Margaret Speir, and 

Jaeun Won for their immeasurable contribution for the success of this conference. Our special appreciation should not leave out  

Continued... 
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We are excited to hold the 29th Annual Conference and Professional Development Workshop of AATK at Indiana University. The 

theme of the 2024 annual meeting is “New Learning Ecology and Innovative language Pedagogy and Research: Reconceptualiza-

tions, Challenges, and Future Directions.” With this theme, we aim to create a platform for Korean language educators and re-

searchers to engage in meaningful conversations about comprehending the complexities of the evolving learning ecology and 

reconceptualizing innovative language pedagogy. 

To enrich our discussions, we are honored to welcome esteemed speakers: 

- Keynote Speaker: Dr. Greg Kessler (Ohio University), presenting on “The Future of Language Education” in relation to recent 

technological and pedagogical innovations 

- Plenary Speaker: Dr. Shannon Sauro (University of Maryland, Baltimore County), exploring “The Korean Wave and Language 

Learning in the Digital Wilds: Lessons for the Language Classroom” 

We are also privileged to host a Special Presentation titled “한국어 표준 교육과정의 이해 및 현지화 방안” by Dr. Junho Lee, 

President of International Association of Korean Language Education. 

In addition to the three distinguished invited scholars’ talks, our program for this year’s AATK annual meeting features 25 confer-

ence papers, 20 presentations on teaching methods and materials, and 5 workshops covering a diverse array of topics. These 

include integrating AI into language teaching and learning, importance of learner autonomy, understanding learner/teacher as-

pects, textbook and material development, instructional design, teaching pronunciation and intonation, and numerous others. Fur-

thermore, we are excited to offer a special workshop tailored for young professionals and graduate students, focusing on abstract 

and article writing for academic journals. Additionally, we have two sessions spotlighting accepted learning scenarios from a re-

cent AATK project aimed at updating the World Readiness Standards for Learning Korean. For these various types of presenta-

tions, nearly 90 presenters are participating in this year’s program, representing not only the US, but also Canada and Korea. We 

truly appreciate our members for their continued participation and contributions.  

Serving as the program chair for the 2024 AATK conference is an immense honor and a deeply humbling experience. I extend my 

sincere appreciation to Dr. Hyo Sang Lee, the local chair, along with my fellow executive officers, 39 diligent reviewers, and 20 

session chairs. Above of all, my heartfelt gratitude goes out to all the participants and members of AATK whose unwavering inter-

est and support continues to enrich our AATK community. 

Ms. Daisy Hong, the assistant director of the Institute for Korean Studies, and Ms. Heather Duemling, the Director of Special Pro-

jects/Executive Assistant to the Dean of the Hamilton-Lugar School of Global and International Studies for their tireless works in 

hammering out the knots and bolts of the complex procedures of securing conference venues and organizing various conference 

activities and events including meals, snacks, beverage, and banquet. 

We cannot leave without thanking Dr. Kyung-Eun Yoon for her tireless work in organizing such a strong conference program and 

the outgoing president, Dr. Hangtae Cho, the executive secretary Dr. Mijeong Kim and the treasurer Dr. Hi-Sun Kim, who have put 

forth endless efforts for the past year to mold this year’s conference into being a complete finale of their term.    

Please visit our conference website for the schedule and other important information:  

https://www.aatk.org/conference/index.php?confid=29 

THE 29
th

 AATK CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP 

A message from Program Chair, Dr. Kyung-Eun Yoon 

https://www.aatk.org/conference/index.php?confid=29
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The AATK Regional Event Support Grant aims to fund student-centered events organized by AATK-affiliated regional organiza-

tions. The grant's purpose is to facilitate regional collaboration among AATK members and promote student involvement in Ko-

rean language education. 

During the 2023-2024 period, the following three regional events were selected for the grant: 

GRADUATE STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS 

A message from Executive Secretary, Dr. Mijeong Kim 

For the 29th AATK Conference, a total of six graduate students have been selected for the 2024 AATK Graduate Student Travel 

Award: Chae Eun Lee (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign), Jiwon Song (University of Washington), Yumi Min (Kyung Hee 

University), Euiju Yeo (Yonsei University), Ehean Kim (Penn State University), and Elizabeth McClary (University of Hawaii). The 

recipients will be awarded up to $500 as reimbursement for travel expenses to the AATK meeting and the conference registra-

tion fee. The AATK Graduate Student Travel Award offers support to graduate students at all levels. Applicants must be student 

members of the AATK at the time of application and enrolled in an accredited Master's or Doctorate degree program. The sub-

mission deadline was April 19th, 2024, and nine AATK board members conducted the selection of awardees. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS 

A message from Executive Secretary, Dr. Mijeong Kim 

The AATK Professional Development Awards support non-full-time and adjunct instructors/lecturers attending the AATK Annual 

Conference and Workshop, with a focus on first-time attendees presenting at the event. The submission deadline was April 19, 

2024, and the selection of awardees was conducted by nine AATK board members. The reviewers evaluated applications based 

on the applicants' contributions to the conference, the event's relevance to their professional development, and their dedication 

to the field. This year, Youjung Shin (University of Chicago) has been chosen to receive a $500 award, which will reimburse the 

travel expenses to the AATK Annual Meeting and cover the conference registration fee. 

REGIONAL EVENT SUPPORT GRANT 

A message from Executive Secretary, Dr. Mijeong Kim 

Event Event date Organizer Participating Institutions Grant 

5th MATK Korean 

Speech Contest 

April 6, 2024 Jeeyoung Ahn 

Ha 

19 member institutions of the Midwest Association 

of Teachers of Korean (MATK) 

$1,500 

5th NE Korean 

Speech Contest 

April 6, 2024 Seung Hee Jeon 8 member colleges of the New England Associa-

tion of College Korean Educators 

$1,500 

Korean Culture Night April 26, 2024 Eunyoung Ko Chantilly High School, Centreville High School, 

Herndon High School 

$1,500 
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CENTER FOR URBAN LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH (CULTR) 
GRANT FOR FIRST-TIME ATTENDEES FOR AATK CONFERENCE 

A message from Executive Secretary, Dr. Mijeong Kim 

The CULTR grant is designed for K-16 full-time teachers in their first to fifth years of teaching who have not previously attended 

an AATK conference. This grant provides $300 to each of the selected recipients to help cover expenses. To qualify, recipients 

must be full-time Korean language instructors (K-16) and attend the annual AATK conference, which takes place from June 20-

22, 2024. Additionally, they are required to complete a brief CULTR survey and submit a one-minute video to CULTR discussing 

the conference's impact. This year, Hyun Ju Tsoutsouras (Institute for Health Professions at Cambria Heights), Sally Cademcian 

(Sawyer Elementary School), Gyewon Jang (University of Maryland, Baltimore County), and SeonJoo So (University of Wiscon-

sin-Milwaukee) have been selected as recipients. 

THE KOREAN LANGUAGE IN AMERICA, EDITOR’S NOTE 

A message from Dr. Minju Kim 

Dear AATK members:  

It is my great honor to succeed Dr. Hae-young Kim and be-

come the fourth editor-in-chief of The Korean Language in 

America. I will do my best to maintain the high standards of 

the journal and also to expedite the review process in order 

to ensure a timely decision for the contributors. The first 

thing I realized after assuming my position was the crucial 

importance of reviewers. The journal, which I firmly believe is 

a testimony to the professionalism and creativity of the AATK 

community, can continue on only with the support of AATK 

members participating as reviewers and contributors. I sin-

cerely ask for your support in serving as a reviewer. Through 

ORCID, your work as a reviewer receives recognition, and 

the record of your past reviews remains in the system. Being 

asked to serve as a reviewer is a recognition of your aca-

demic and professional stature. In that regards, former editor

-in-chief Dr. Hae-young Kim and I thank our reviewers from 

the bottom of our hearts for having accepted to review arti-

cles in spite of their busy schedule. Without your contribu-

tion, the journal would not exist.  

Volume 27-1 is expected to be released in early August. We 

are aiming at publishing volume 27-2 in November, and we 

also plan to publish volume 28-1 and 28-2 as a double issue 

in early 2025.  

Below is the preview of the table of content of volume 27-1.    

ARTICLES 

1. Teaching pragmatic inferences in Korean -ess-eya ha con-

structions  

    Bokyung Mun & Sinae Lee 

2. 영어권 한국어 학습자의 보조사 ‘도’ 사용 발달 연구 

    A Study of English-Speaking Korean Learners’ Acquisition of 

the Postposition to ‘also’  

    Minju Kim & Yonghyun Nam 

FORUM: BEST PRACTICES FOR TEACHING 

3. Transitioning to the New Normal and Beyond: Maximizing 

Students’ Active Learning in Task-supported Curricula  

    Haewon Cho, Angela Lee Smith, Siwon Lee, Eunae Kim, & 

Yookyung Lee 

4. Interactional Competence Instruction for Beginner KFL 

Learners  

    Jiwon Hwang 

5. Developing Tasks for Real-life Kiosk Transactions for Ele-

mentary Korean Learners 

    Misun Kim & Hyun Jeong You 
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ACTFL 2023 Convention Spotlight  

The 2023 ACTFL Convention took place in Chicago from No-

vember 17 to 19. The Korean SIG-sponsored presentations 

were all inspiring and filled with thought-provoking new ideas: 

• Developing Intercultural Competence by Analyzing Korean 

Digital Media (Hana Kang, University of Notre Dame)  

• The Development of Multiliteracies Skills of Heritage Learn-

ers of Korean (Ji-Young Jung & Eunice Chung, Columbia 

University)  

• Incorporating Inclusive Pedagogy in World Language 

Classrooms (Haewon Cho, University of Pennsylvania, and 

Mijeong Kim, Washington University in St. Louis)  

K-SIG members participating in Korea Foundation luncheon and business meeting at ACTFL Convention in Chicago, 2023 

The Korea Foundation graciously hosted a luncheon for Korean SIG members. This was an excellent opportunity to network with 
fellow Korean language teachers, education officials, exhibitors, and representatives from the Korea Foundation. 

This year’s ACTFL Convention will be held in Philadelphia from November 22 to 24. We hope to see many of you there! Stay 
tuned for more information through our notifications and semi-annual newsletters. 

K-SIG Business Meeting 

Korean SIG also conducted our yearly business meeting on November 18, 2023, at the convention. The K-SIG-sponsored session 

presenters and their topics at the convention were briefly introduced, followed by the K-SIG budget and expense reports. A mem-

ber survey about preferred topics for future webinars and events were collected for future planning. Lastly, raffles were conducted. 

Many happy winners were awarded useful Korean textbooks provided by Kong & Park Inc. and language teaching related re-

source books provided by ACTFL business office. K-SIG business meeting minutes can be viewed in the Korean SIG library host-

ed at ACTFL Central website. 

KOREAN SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP (K-SIG) AT AMERICAN COUNCIL 
ON THE TEACHING OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES (ACTFL) 

 
Reported by Prof. Meejeong Song (Chair, ACTFL K-SIG)  

Dear AATK and ACTFL K-SIG members, 

I would like to express my gratitude for your continued support, 

lively participation, and genuine interest in the various activities 

planned by the ACTFL Korean SIG during 2023-2024! Thanks 

to you, we had another successful year! Please find below 

some highlights of the ACTFL convention and K-SIG activities. 

Additionally, I encourage you to apply for the Vice-President 

and Secretary positions, which will be open in Fall 2024. 

Please ensure that your K-SIG notification settings are set to 

real-time so that you can promptly check all related information. 

The officers of K-SIG will strive to create opportunities to share 

the research and teaching of all our members, and to learn 

from and encourage each other as colleagues working in the 

same field and as representatives of Korean culture! 
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K-SIG Webinars and Forums 

1. K-SIG Tea Forum on February 20, 2024 

Topic: Unlocking Mastery: Can Learner-Generated Materials & Large Language Models (LLMs) Revolutionize Language 

Learning?  
Discussion leader: Dr. Sangbok Kim 

(University of Colorado Boulder) 

This informal session served to provide 

networking opportunities for Korean edu-

cators while sharing information on spe-

cific areas of pedagogic interests. Dr. 

Sangbok Kim took us on a learner-

powered journey through conversation, 

writing, and reading in Korean. Wit-

nessed how beginners, intermediates, 

and advanced students co-create en-

gaging materials, spark discussion, and 

refine their understanding through self-

assessment, all with the support of LLMs 

like ChatGPT and Bard. 

2. K-SIG Webinar on April 12, 2024 

Topic: Intercultural Competence and Korean Language Education 

Speaker: Dr. Kyung-Eun Yoon (University of Maryland, Baltimore County)  

The concept of intercultural competence 

(IC) has attracted significant attention in 

various pedagogical, academic, and profes-

sional fields, including the domain of second 

language pedagogy. Research has focused 

on elucidating the definition of IC and pro-

moting its development in L2 classrooms. 

This involves integrating IC goals into curric-

ula, as well as designing instructional activi-

ties and assessment methods. This webinar 

addressed these issues in the context of 

Korean language education with the objec-

tive of supporting Korean teachers in effec-

tively incorporating their comprehension of 

IC into their teaching practices. 



American Association of Teachers of Korean                                                    NO. 32, May 25th, 2024 

8 

K-SIG Officers (2023-2024) 

Every year, we elect a vice-chair for a 3-year term, with the vice

-chair transitioning to the role of chair and then past-chair con-

secutively. Additionally, every other year, we elect a secretary 

for a 2-year term. This means we elect a vice-chair annually 

and a secretary every other year. This year, we will need to 

elect individuals for both positions. Consider applying for these 

roles in Fall 2024! In Fall 2023, we held an election for the Vice-

Chair, and Ms. Haewon Cho, Director of the Korean Language 

Program and a Senior Lecturer in Foreign Languages at the 

University of Pennsylvania, was elected. Dr. Jaemin Roh will 

continue in her advisory role as Past-Chair, and Ms. Young Ju 

Lee will serve as secretary for K-SIG in 2024. Thank you all for 

your volunteerism, professionalism, and commitment to ACTFL 

K-SIG as we move forward into the year 2024-2025! 

Chair: Meejeong Song                                                          

Cornell University 

Meejeong Song is a Coordinator of the Korean 

Language Program and Senior Lecturer in the 

Department of Asian Studies.  

Vice-Chair: Haewon Cho 

University of Pennsylvania 

Haewon Cho is the Director of the Korean 

Language Program and a Senior Lecturer in 

Foreign Languages.  

Secretary: Young Ju Lee 

Fairfax High School 

Young Ju Lee is a Korean teacher in Fairfax 

High School in Virginia.  

 

Past-Chair: Jaemin Roh                                                         

Boston University 

Jaemin Roh is a Senior Lecturer of the Kore-

an Language Program in the Department of 

World Languages and Literatures. 

During the 2023–2024 academic year, KHS welcomed four new chapters, increasing the total number of chapters to thirty-five. The 
following is the list of the newest KHS chapters that joined during 2023–2024. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The complete list of 35 Korean Honor Society chapters and faculty sponsors can be found on the KHS website (https://aatk.org/khs-
chapters/). 

A total of 358 applications were received, and 349 were approved. Of these 349 approved inductees, 13 students were also identified 
as recipients of the Certificate of Excellence, which is awarded to outstanding KHS student inductees for their excellent leadership 
and distinguished service. 

We are very excited about each chapter’s achievements this year and would like to extend special appreciation to all the faculty spon-
sors for their dedication and hard work. We’d also like to express our sincere gratitude towards the KLTA-USA members of the KHS 

Committees— Ms. Eunice Lee, Ms. Eunjung Kim, Ms. Heather Yoo, and Ms. Patricia Yu—for their review of the inductee and chapter 

Continued... 

KOREAN HONOR SOCIETY 

A Message from Hakyoon Lee, Jayoung Song, and Myounghee Cho 

Chapter # Chapter Name Location Faculty Sponsor 

32 Daon 
다온 

Harlem Prep High School , 240 East 123rd St., 
2nd Fl. New York, NY 10035 Bo Mi Kim 

33 TONG IL 
통일 

Skyline High School, 7777 Fomey Rd. Dallas, 
TX 75227 Sophie Nah 

34 Aram 
아람 

Branham High School , 1570 Branham Lane, 
San Jose, CA 95118 Sunyoung Jeon 

35 Nareusha 
나르샤 

Pleasanton Virtual Academy, 4750 1st ST, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566-7343 Boeun Yang 

https://aatk.org/khs-chapters/
https://aatk.org/khs-chapters/


American Association of Teachers of Korean                                                    NO. 32, May 25th, 2024 

9 

applications. Additionally, we are grateful to Dr. Hi-Sun Kim for her meticulous work on financial and certificate-related matters for 
the KHS. Finally, we would like to thank Sujung Nam, the administrative secretary, for helping us with issuing certificates. 

Information regarding the KHS Induction program and all forms can be found on the official KHS website: https://aatk.org/khs/. Any 
schools and teachers who may be interested in starting KHS chapters can access all necessary information and online application 
forms on the KHS website. 
 
KHS Committee 

In June 2023, we welcomed Ms. Myounghee Cho, who was elected as an incoming AATK board member and new liaison between 
the KHS Committee and the AATK (2023-2026). As of June 2024, Dr. Hakyoon Lee completed her three-year term as an AATK 
board member and member of the KHS Committee. The KHS committee is grateful for Dr. Lee’s exemplary work, selfless dedica-
tion, and tireless effort for the KHS program. 
 
Chapter Highlights 

Here are some of the highlights from a few KHS chapters’ accomplishments and activities during the 2023–2024 academic year. 

Hwarang Chapter (Chapter #011. Faculty Sponsor: Eunjung Kim) at Bronx Preparatory Charter School in Bronx, NY 

• KHS High-Versity Day Event: On November 3rd in 2023, fifty high school students, who are learning Korean at Democracy 
Prep Bronx High, visited Princeton University, and had opportunities to experience Korean culture in the real-life contexts. DP 
Bronx Prep students participated programs on Princeton campus as follows: EAS Library Tour and Cultural immersion 
(Hanbok, VR360 & K-pop dance class)  

• Korean New Year Event: February 2024: The KHS organized a special event for the Korean New Year’s Day, 설날.  All stu-

dents and staff participated in 줄다리기[Tug-of-War], and enjoyed the special Korean lunch. 

• South Korea Trip: Twelve KHS students visited South Korea during Spring break, April 19-27th. The students had unforgetta-
ble and eye-opening experience through this trip and were able to appreciate authentic Korean language and culture. Students 
had various activities at the Kyeongbok palace, Insadong, Lotte World, and Hiker ground. Students also visited the sister 
school, Eseo High school in Cheongdo and had opportunities to experience a real Korean high school while having classes 
with their buddies. They had coding, PE, cooking and arts classes together, experienced a temple stay, and went on a field trip 
to Kyeongju.  This sister school program was the best memories for both school students and now the Eseo HS students are 
expected to visit BPH.  

  
Visiting Princeton Korean New Year Event 

  

Seoul Trip Induction Ceremony 

https://aatk.org/khs/
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BaekDu Mount Spirit Chapter (Chapter #16. Faculty Sponsor: Samuel Park) at Lake Braddock Secondary School, VA 

• Tutoring program: Korean Honor Society is designated for students with a passion for the Korean language and culture. A big 
part of this society is our tutoring program. During WIN (What Individuals Need) time, our KNHS members work weekly with stu-
dents who struggle with the Korean language in order to earn service hours. Some KHS members also help students out of 
school on Facetime, Discord, and more!  

• Bite of Braddock: During this year's fundraising event called Bite of Braddock, our society gathered with other clubs at Lake 
Braddock and sold Korean food/snacks. Our society raised over $400 by selling tteokbokki, mandu, ramen, and drinks! We gath-
ered around 15 volunteers and were able to sell out all the items at our stand. This event was a big hit and a great way to start off 
the year.  

• International show: At 
Lake Braddock's annual 
International Show, Korean 
Honor Society was a part of 
the Fashion Show and per-
formed a Traditional Korean 
Dance. With months of 
preparation, our students 
were able to show off beau-
tiful Hanboks and immerse 
themselves in Korean cul-
ture.  

• Hanbowl: On April 6th, our 
Korean language students 
participated in the annual 
Hanbowl event sponsored 
by the Korean Ministry of 
Education and by George 
Mason University. Our 
chapter competed with over 
80 students form the Wash-
ington DC Metropolitan area 
and had several winners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arirang Chapter (Chapter #018. Faculty Sponsor: Ms. Myung Jin Lee) at Northern Valley Regional High School Old Tappan, NJ  

• Induction ceremony: On October 26, 2023, Northern Valley Regional High School Old Tappan held its Korean Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony at the school's eStudio. The event was attended by Dr. Grouaige, the principal, two vice principals, the De-
partment Language Supervisor, the Guidance Department Director, and parents, creating a meaningful occasion to congratulate 
five new members, including Junior and Senior students. 

 

 
International show 

 
Bite of Braddock Hanbowl 

  

Induction ceremony 
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Taeguk Chapter (Chapter #019. Faculty Sponsor: Ms. Youngjae Hur) at Northern Valley Regional High School Demarest, NJ  

• Induction ceremony: On November 29, 2023, Northern Valley Regional High School Demarest held its Korean Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony at the school's Academic Theater. The event was attended by Dr. Bruce, the principal, two vice principals, 
the Department Language Supervisor, and parents, creating a meaningful occasion to congratulate five new members, including 
Junior and Senior students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geon-Gon-Gam-Ri Chapter (Chapter #27. Faculty Sponsor: Soojin Choi Kim) at Democracy Prep Harlem High School, NY 

• Visiting Lincoln Center with the First Lady of Korea: On September 20, 2023, members of the 'Geongongamri' were invited 
to the Lincoln Center by the Korean Cultural Center in New York to watch a cantata performance consisting of three parts and 14 
chapters, which depicted the background and process of King Sejong's creation of Hangul, as well as the principles and distribu-
tion of Hangul. They were accompanied by the First Lady of the Republic of Korea, who visited New York.  

• The most popular club: On September 22, 2023, there was a club fair at school, and Geongongamri was one of the most popu-
lar clubs.  

• Chuseok Festival: On September 28, 2023, Mr. Kim Eui-hwan, Consul General of Korea in New York, and Mr. Park Chang-
won, Director of the New York Education Institute, visited the school to participate in the Chuseok celebration. They encouraged 
the KHS members who organized and conducted the event, and enjoyed various activities such as tasting songpyeon (rice 
cakes), playing yutnori (traditional board game), trying on hanbok (Korean traditional clothing), playing ddakji (Korean traditional 
game), and tug-of-war, making the Chuseok holiday enjoyable and abundant.  

• Ms. Sumi Jo’s visit: On October 24, 2023, the world-renowned soprano, Ms. Sumi Jo, performed a concert at the Democracy 
Prep Harlem High School auditorium. She delivered a message of hope to the students of Harlem, encouraging them not to lose 
sight of their dreams despite challenging circumstances. Francesca, a 12th-grade KHS member who MCed the event, said, 
"Every song was fantastic, and it will be an unforgettable memory in my life." Ms. Jo expressed her desire to show that through 
music, people can transcend everything and become one. The event, attended by 500 students from five Democracy Prep 
schools, allowed them to experience the depth of Korean culture beyond K-pop through Ms. Jo's soprano performance.  

  
Induction ceremony 

 
 

 

Visiting Lincoln Center Chuseok Festival 

 
  

Club Fair Ms. Sumi Jo’s visit 
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Timeline for KHS Chapter and Membership Application 

If interested in establishing a new KHS chapter or continuing with KHS activities during the next academic year, please refer to the 

2023-2024 timeline for KHS applications below. 

The KHS chapter application forms and information about the Korean Honor Society are on the KHS website (http://www.aatk.org/
KHS). If there are any questions regarding the KHS, please send an email to nkhs.klta@aatk.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Due Dates  New Chapters  Existing Chapters 

 February 1 Submit completed chapter application for a new KHS 
chapter. The expected date for new chapter approval will 
be February 5. 

To complete the process, submit a new chapter fee via 
PayPal upon approval. Payment must be made to submit 
a KHS student application. 

Review and revise the previously submitted applica-
tion. Update the induction information annually. 

 February 15  Submit completed KHS student application. 

 March 15  Check the results online. 

 April 10  Submit certificate/merchandise fees via PayPal. 

 April 30  Receive certificates for a new chapter and students/induction materials via mail. 

 May 15  Upload your chapter annual report. 

INTERVIEWS WITH THE RECIPIENTS OF THE 28
th

 AATK CONFERENCE 
OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT PAPER PRESENTATION AWARD 

The recipient: Hye Young Smith (University of Hawaii at Manoa)  

1. Please briefly describe your paper that you presented at 
the 28th  AATK conference.  

My presentation at the 28th AATK conference was titled Inter-
actional Uses of Self-talk in Korean. The paper analyzed the 
language usage patterns of Korean speakers who frequently 
use self-talk during conversations. If you our daily conversa-
tions closely, it’s remarkable to see how utterances in the form 
of self-talk are seamlessly blends into conversations, signifi-
cantly contributing to communication to the point where it’s 
challenging to distinguish it as self-talk. Prior to my research, 
although both academia and the general public were aware of 
this phenomenon, there was limited explanation of how self-
talk is utilized in actual conversations. Therefore, my research 
aimed to uncover various layers of self-talk and analyze natu-
ral, unscripted conversations of participants in reality dating 
shows to comprehend the functions of self-talk in interactional 
contexts. I identified prominent self-talk sentence endings used 
in conversations and analyzed their functions, comparing them 
with the prototypical meanings of the sentence endings. Addi-
tionally, I examined the participation framework to understand 
whom or what self-talk in conversation considers or targets. 
 
2. Please report if there are any changes or updates of the 
research project after you present at the 28th conference. 

After presenting at AATK, there were no fundamental change 
in the direction or conclusions of my research. However, there 
was a discussion during the presentation session at the con-
ference about whether the utterances I proposed  as self-talk 
were indeed self-talk or not. I actually enjoyed observing and 

encouraging the discussion. Defining something as self-talk 
once it’s out of the speaker’s mouth isn’t solely the speaker’s 
claim. Furthermore, there was much debate about whether 
utterances reacted to by others could still be considered self-
talk. Since self-oriented utterances and addressee-oriented 
utterances are often distinguishable by sentence endings and 
speech level shifts, I delved into discovering and explaining 
utterances in conversations that originated from the speaker’s 
internal self-talk. Additionally, I put more thought into defining 
and distinguishing self-talk based on comments from the con-
ference. Consequently, in my subsequent dissertation study, I 
categorized self-talk into three types: private, displayed and 
interactional, for clearer definitions. Furthermore, when analyz-
ing the participation framework of conversations, I further de-
lineated the roles of the auditor, overhearer, and bystander. 
 
3. How did your experience at the AATK conference influ-
ence your research and teaching? 

Before entering the doctoral program in Korean linguistics, I 
was unaware of AATK. When I first attended the AATK confer-
ence in 2016, despite my inexperienced presentation, many 
teachers showed a lot of support and encouragement. After-
ward, watching presentations by other teachers, I often 
thought how impressive they were and aspired to become like 
them. AATK became a significant guide in setting goals for my 
career. The workshops and presentations I attended in the 
past conferences provided a solid foundation for shaping my 
class curriculum and creating materials. Thus, AATK became  
 
Continued... 

http://www.aatk.org/KHS
http://www.aatk.org/KHS
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Indiana University  A message from Dr. Hyo Sang Lee 

The Department of East Asian Languages & Cultures (EALC) at Indiana University offers a new MA program in Korean Language 
Pedagogy, starting in Fall 2024. Qualified students will be provided with full funding (tuition remission & monthly stipend as an Asso-
ciate Instructor of Korean language). For more information in detail, see https://ealc.indiana.edu/graduate/masters/
korean_pedagogy.html.  

Middlebury College  A message from Dr. Sahie Kang 

The School of Korean at Middlebury College celebrated the historical commencement of Middlebury Language Schools by awarding 
the college’s first Master of Arts Degree in Korean on August 18, 2023. On this day, two new graduates, Ms. Leia Lee and Mr. Bob 
Huh, received the MA degree in Korean along with over one hundred master's and doctoral degree recipients in other foreign lan-
guage courses, opening a new chapter in the Korean language education at Middlebury. Elizabeth Hamlett, one of the Korean Lan-
guage School students, made the event even brighter by singing a beautiful Korean song, On a Beautiful Day. 

Starting in the summer semester of 2025, Middlebury Language Schools will start a new Teacher Licensure Master program for K-12 
public school teachers-to-be in addition to the current MA program with the approval of the Vermont State Board of Education. This 
new initiative will be awarding teacher licenses in thirteen foreign languages, including Korean, after completing a full semester 
practicum in the state where they want to teach, and most state boards of education across the nation endorse them. Thanks to the 
support of generous donors, Middlebury offers need-based as well as merit-based fellowships and scholarships. If you are interest-
ed, please refer to the following link. https://www.middlebury.edu/language-schools/languages/korean/graduate. 

KOREAN PROGRAM UPDATES 

IN MEMORY OF OK-SOOK PARK 
Written by Dr. Susan Strauss  

Just five months ago, we lost a dear, dear colleague and friend, Professor Ok-Sook Park, who left us far too early and in the prime 
of her career, profession, and life. Ok-Sook is remembered by her MSU colleagues as an unwaveringly committed mentor, teacher, 
leader, and researcher, loved by her students, her colleagues, and everyone she worked with. She developed MSU’s Korean Pro-
gram—all, from the ground up, designing the curriculum and sequencing for the full range of Korean courses. Thanks to Professor 
Park, MSU now offers a four-year Korean language program as well as a Korean minor: a major legacy of her work and dedication 
to Korean language education and to our AATK community as a whole.  

As for me, personally, Ok-Sook and I had 
a long history of our paths crossing: at 
various AATK meetings, through our work 
on and contributions to The KLA, and 
through the BTAA course share program 
connecting PSU with MSU. From the very 
first moment that I met her, Ok-Sook stood 
out as one of the kindest, warmest, and 
most gentle souls I ever had the pleasure 
and honor of knowing. Her name alone for 
me evokes the indelible image of her 
warm, welcoming, and sincere smile. Ok-
Sook Park’s absence will always be palpa-
ble, with her memory and spirit illuminated 
by the kindness she exuded so generously 
and graciously.  

mentoring of novice scholars and prioritize the development of 
the next generation. If I have one wish, it would be for more op-
portunities at AATK to actually get to know teachers and profes-
sors whom I’ve only encountered in books or papers. I hope there 
are more opportunities for the junior teachers to communicate 
and learn from experienced senior teachers outside presentation 
sessions. Furthermore, it would be great to have networking op-
portunities specifically for graduate students. Nevertheless, AATK 
is welcoming and enjoyable conference that inspires many novice 
researchers for the research they want to pursue, and facilitate 
reunions with colleagues I look forward to seeing every year. I 
look forward to meeting and communicating with many other 
teachers through many more opportunities at AATK in the future.  

an important base that enabled me to grow from a graduate to a 
researcher, albeit still a novice. Receiving an award for a paper 
submitted in the final year of my PhD program felt like a reward-
ing culmination of the effort and time I had put in.  
 
4. Do you have any suggestions to the AATK conference? 

At AATK, there are always opportunities for graduate students 
to present their research and receive valuable feedback. Addi-
tionally, through grants for graduate students and paper presen-
tation awards, opportunities are provided to acknowledge their 
achievements in research and academia. I’m always grateful for 
the support of senior teachers/researchers who are dedicated to  

https://ealc.indiana.edu/graduate/masters/korean_pedagogy.html
https://ealc.indiana.edu/graduate/masters/korean_pedagogy.html
https://www.middlebury.edu/language-schools/languages/korean/graduate
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

Dr. Andrew Byon has been promoted to Professor in the Department of East Asian Studies at the University at Albany, SUNY, 

beginning in Fall 2024.  

Ms. Kyoung-eun Jang Moon has been appointed as Teaching Instructor of Korean at the Department of Asian Languages and 

Cultures, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, starting September 2023. 

Dr. Jeongyi Lee at Kennesaw State University has been promoted to Full Professor. She is also a recipient of Kennesaw State 

University's 2024 Distinguished International Achievement Award.  

Dr. Kyae-Sung Park has been promoted to Senior Lecturer in the Department of Asian Studies at Mount Holyoke College, begin-

ning in July 2024. 

Dr. Hye-Sook Wang at Brown University has been honored by the Korean government (Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports and 

Tourism) with a Cultural Merit Medal (문화포장). The Cultural Merit Medal is the second highest honor that can be conferred by the 

President of South Korea on individuals who have "rendered distinguished service" to the country. The medal was personally con-

ferred on Hye-Sook by Mr. Sang-min Lee, Minister of Interior and Safety at a ceremony held in Sejong City, Korea on "Hangul 

Day” (October 9, 2023) that commemorates the creation of the Korean alphabet by King Sejong the Great in 1446. 

Wang was recognized for the contributions that she has made for 30 

years since she was hired as an assistant professor of Korean lan-

guage and culture at Brown in 1993. For the past three decades she 

has been a dedicated and inspiring teacher to her students while play-

ing a pivotal role in developing Korean Studies program and adding 

KS as a major/concentration to the department curriculum. Wang has 

also been a devoted researcher to her academic field and published 

popular textbooks as a single or co-author, including Integrated Kore-

an, High Advanced level and an edited volume on the history of major 

Korean Programs in the United States as well as numerous scholarly 

articles on Korean language and culture education.  

Wang also has served her academic community in a variety of leader-

ship roles. She served as the 4th president of AATK (American Associ-

ation of Teachers of Korean) and the co-founder and inaugural presi-

dent of NEACKE (New England Association of College Korean Educa-

tors); as the first editor-in-chief of AATK’s official journal Korean Lan-

guage in America, continuing to serve on the editorial board as well as 

serving on the boards of various academic organizations including regional president and director of finance of the World Associa-

tion for Hallyu Studies (aka WAHS). Her leadership role extended beyond the Korean program as she also served as the chairper-

son of East Asian Studies Department at Brown for six years while serving on several major university-wide faculty committees.  

Wang’s contributions to the field were made through participation in several major projects. She was one of the oversight commit-

tee members in developing the Standards-based college Korean curriculum and has been serving as a long-time consultant for the 

Korean language on projects carried out by Modern Language Association (e.g., Language Map and Foreign Language Enroll-

ments Survey). She also was invited to serve as program evaluator of the Korean Flagship Program after working on Standard Set-

ting Project for Flagship Program for Korean; as the national screening committee member of Fulbright Fellowship U.S. Students 

Program; SAT II Korean rationale author and reviewer.  

In addition to all the activities she has been engaged in, Wang has been a conscientious ambassador of Korean language and cul-

ture, promoting them with unparalleled enthusiasm not only by organizing myriads of cultural events but also by giving lectures on 

Korean language and culture to high school teachers of East Asian history and arts teaching in CT, MA, and RI for 15 years as a 

National ‘Consortium for Teaching about Asia Seminar’ lecturer. After co-hosting the inaugural Korea-America Student Conference 

(aka KASC) headquartered in Washington D.C. at Brown University in 2008, Wang has been on the KASC’s national advisory 

board, helping students both from Korea and America enhancing academic and cultural exchange and networking.  
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BOOK ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Beginning Korean:실생활 한국어 by Angela Lee-Smith, Jongoh Eun, and Susan 

Strauss, published in April 2024 by Routledge, is an English edition tailored for adult learn-
ers of Korean in real-world contexts. This versatile resource, suitable as a textbook, refer-
ence book, or self-study guide, immerses learners in beginner to intermediate-level Korean 
with a variety of natural-sounding dialogues and fresh perspectives on the language and 
cultural insights. It is designed for both teachers and learners, providing an extensive array 
of conversational expressions, vocabulary, grammar notes, and communicative applications, 
aiming to deepen engagement with the Korean language and culture in daily life. ISBN: 
9781032687032.  

Guided Korean Writing for the Real World: 실생활 한국어 쓰기 길잡이 (English edition) 

by Angela Lee-Smith and Kijoo Ko, published by Hawoo Publishing Inc. in January 2024, 
is a comprehensive resource tailored for learners in high school and college educational 
settings. This essential toolkit aids those at beginner to intermediate-low proficiency levels in 
Korean. Through step-by-step activities, the book simulates real-life Korean writing tasks, 
equipping learners to effectively navigate written communication in diverse contexts. Ideal 
for classroom use or self-study, it prepares users for a range of writing scenarios encountered 
in daily life and beyond.  ISBN: 9791167481184.  

Topics in Korean Language and Culture: Volume One  
by Jihye Moon, Haewon Cho, Hye Young Shin, and Jae Hong Lee  
published by Routledge in March 2024 
 
Designed to meet the linguistic needs of high-intermediate learners of the Korean language with 
a growing interest in its semantic and pragmatic content beyond its formal features as they are 
exposed to an extended narrative and discourse. It covers 12 essential topics in traditional and 
contemporary Korean culture while introducing various text types that they will encounter in real 
life. Each chapter comprises of listening and reading passages and performance-based activi-
ties unfolding across different modes of oral and written communication. The grammar section 
is organized into foundation review, semantic distinction, and language function to help over-
come the intermediate plateau. It is intended for a yearlong language sequence as well as a 
semester-long intensive speaking, reading, or writing in Korean. ISBN: 9781032504391.  

Korea Letters in the William Elliot Griffis Collection: 
An Annotated Selection (2024) 
by Young-mee Yu Cho & Sungmin Park. Rutgers University Press.  
 
William Elliot Griffis (1843-1928) graduated from Rutgers College in 1869 and 
taught four years in Fukui and Tokyo. After his return to the U.S., he devoted 
himself to his research and writing on East Asia throughout his life. 

The Korean materials in the Griffis Collection at Rutgers University include rare books, journals, 
correspondence, articles, maps, prints, pamphlets, photos, postcards, manuscripts, and ephem-
era. 

The Korea Letters in the William Elliot Griffis Collection are divided into two parts: letters from 
missionaries and letters from Japanese and Korean political figures. Newly available and acces-
sible through this collection, these letters develop a multifaceted history of early American mis-
sionaries in Korea, the Korean independence movement, and Griffis's views on Korean culture. 



American Association of Teachers of Korean                                                    NO. 32, May 25th, 2024 

16 

AATK WEBSITE AND LISTSERV  
A message from Dr. Kyung-Eun Yoon 

During my final year of service as the AATK Webmaster and Communications Officer, I worked on refining our web processing 
systems for conference proposal review and KHS matters, the admin system, and the board election system developed since 
2020. I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all our members for their understanding and support throughout the trials 
and errors encountered during my six-year terms. Efforts to improve our web systems and website content will be continued, en-
suring our platform remains a useful resource for our members. Members interested in sharing news or information related to Kore-
an language, pedagogy, linguistics, culture, and more are encouraged to send a message to the Communications Officer at 
aatk@aatk.org. Also, our members will continue receiving job openings and useful announcements via email before they are post-
ed on our website. For non-members interested in receiving these updates, joining or renewing AATK membership is encouraged. 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 

Membership applications for new members are accepted year-round and should be annually renewed. To join AATK, 
please go to: http://www.aatk.org/registration/sign_in.php 

Regular members  Faculty, K-12 Teachers, or non-students    $50.00  190 members  

Associate members Students   $30.00   30 members 

Lifetime members $500.00 102 members 

Institutional members $150.00     4 members 

Total 326 active members (as of May 25, 2024) 

Officers (3-year term, 2021-2024) 

President:  Hangtae Cho  
     (University of Minnesota-Twin Cities) 

Executive  Mijeong Kim  
Secretary:  (Washington University in St. Louis) 

Treasurer:  Hi-Sun Kim (Harvard University) 

Communications Kyung-Eun Yoon  
Officer:    (Uni. of MD, Baltimore County) 

 

Ex-Officio Officers (Past Presidents) 

Ho-min Sohn   1st President:  1994-1997  

Yoo-Sang Rhee  2nd President: 1997-2000 

Joe Jungno Ree  3rd President: 2000-2003  

Hye-Sook Wang  4th President: 2003-2006 

Young-mee Yu Cho 5th President: 2006-2009  

Hyo Sang Lee   6th President: 2009-2012 

Hae-Young Kim  7th President:  2012-2015 

Sahie Kang    8th President: 2015-2018 

Joowon Suh   9th President: 2018-2021 

KLA Editor-in-Chief 

Minju Kim   Claremont McKenna College 

Members of Board of Directors (3-year term) 

2023-2026 

Myounghee Cho University of Rochester 

Sorin Huh   Emory University 

Seongyeon Ko  Queens College, CUNY 

2022-2025 

Hee Ju    University of California, Los Angeles 

Sun-Hee Lee  Wellesley College 

Jayoung Song  Pennsylvania State University 

2021-2024 

Ji-Young Jung  Columbia University 

Hakyoon Lee  Georgia State University 

Heather Yoo  Gradana Hills Charter High School 

Graduate Student Representative 

Eunjeong Ahn  Georgia State University 

Graduate Student Administrative Assistant 

Sujung Nam  University of Hawaii (2023-2025) 

AATK OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 

mailto:aatk@aatk.org
http://www.aatk.org/registration/sign_in.php

