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Philanthropist/business leader Kenny Park, former Ambassador
Kathleen Stephens and actor/celebrity chef Ryu Soo-young among
guests to celebrate grand opening of the Korean Language Village at
Concordia Language Villages in Minnesota, USA

Event to honor Korea-United States and Korea-Minnesota ties and commitment to fostering a deeper
connection with Korean culture for future generations.

June 25, 2024 - Bemidji, Minnesota, USA — Concordia Language Villages, a recognized leader
in global education, invites you to the grand opening of its newest culturally authentic Village
site: Sup sogui Hosu, the Korean Language Village. This celebration will take place Saturday,
July 20, 2024, on Turtle River Lake near Bemidji, Minnesota.

Sup sogui Hosu was established in 1999 and is now the Language Villages’ first physical Asian
Language Village. It previously shared sites with other Language Villages for its summer youth
programs. This new, dedicated site features traditional and contemporary Korean architecture,
ideal for learning a language in an immersive environment.

About the Event

The event will recognize donors and supporters over the 25-year history of the program through
a day of celebration and cultural exchange, featuring:

o Featured Speakers: Guests will hear from key speakers, including Kenny Park, a
renowned Korean philanthropist and luxury handbag producer, whose generous
donation has made the Korean Language Village a reality.

e Cultural Immersion: They will get a taste of Korean life with traditional food prepared by
celebrity guest chefs, including actor Ryu Soo-young (“Stars’ Top Recipe at Fun-
Staurant”). Villagers (campers) aged 13-18 will also showcase what they have learned
through captivating music performances and hands-on cultural activities.

o Camp Tour: Explore the Village designed by a Seoul-based architectural firm.



¢ Dignitary Attendance: Meet distinguished guests, including Ambassador (ret.) Kathleen
Stephens, who served as U.S. ambassador to South Korea from 2008-2011, was
president and CEO of the Korean Economic Institute, and is currently the Chair of the
Board for The Korea Society (New York).

Celebrating Korea-Minnesota Ties

The Korean Language Village is more than a place to learn a new language; it is a celebration
of the rich historical connections between Korea and Minnesota. During the Korean War, many
Minnesotans served and forged deep bonds with the Korean people. The central plaza, the
Han-Mi Commons, will be dedicated to this longstanding partnership between the two countries.

Today, the vibrant Korean-American community in Minnesota continues to strengthen these ties.
This new village will honor these relationships and pave the way for future generations to
engage deeply with Korean culture.

A Vision for the Future

More than 2,000 young people from all 50 of the United States and a number of other countries
have attended one-, two- or four-week sessions at the Korean Language Village. Dafna Zur,
Ph.D., an associate professor in the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at
Stanford University, serves as the Village dean.

Plans for the permanent Korean village site were announced in 2018 after a $5 million (USD)
donation from the Park family and the Simone Corporation. The donation is believed to
represent the single largest donation in support of Korean language education in North America.

“I believe that one of the best gifts for young people is providing access and motivation for them
to learn and experience global cultures,” Park said. “And | consider the Korean Language
Village to be a perfect model of how best to create global citizens.”

Phase one of the project is now complete with the construction of a dining hall, commercial
kitchen, administrative complex, two villager residences, soccer field and waterfront
development. Plans for phase two consist of additional villager residences; a cultural activities
center; a sports center, including a traditional archery range; and a Hanok-style pavilion.

Event Details for Saturday, July 20

1200-1330: Welcome/Arrival at Sup sogui Hosu
e Immersion activities with villagers and staff
e Tours of the newly built Korean Language Village
e Culturally authentic food booths

1330-1445: Dedication Program

1445-1600: Reception with official toasts and cake

Directions to the Event


https://www.concordiacollege.edu/news/details/concordia-language-villages-receives-5-million-gift-for-korean-site/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bN62rmpcuVGdObyae1r-FYsbmDuwKGyX/view

The Korean Language Village is located at 10115 Sonamukkil NE, Bemidji, MN 56601. It is a
4.5 hour drive from the Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport and a 25-minute drive from the
Bemidji Regional Airport.

Contact Nicole Ellis at nellis@cord.edu for specific driving instructions if needed.

We invite the Korean media and community to join us for this special event. Your presence will
not only honor the occasion but also help us share the joy and importance of this new cultural
venture with a broader audience. We look forward to celebrating with you!

Please RSVP by July 8 with names of guests to Renée Duval at rduval@cord.edu.
About Concordia Language Villages

Concordia Language Villages, established in 1961, is a program of Concordia College in
Moorhead, Minnesota. Concordia Language Villages is dedicated to fostering global
understanding and education through language and cultural immersion. The Language Villages
offers programs in 18 languages. Every year, it engages thousands of youth, educators and
adults from across the United States in language and cultural learning. Sessions take place in a
world-class immersion setting in eight culturally authentic Villages around Turtle River Lake near
Bemidji, Minn., including high-engagement programs for the U.S. Department of Defense and
corporate trainings. For more information, please visit ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org.
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Contact:

Nicole Ellis

Director of Marketing & Enrollment
Concordia Language Villages

(218) 299-3247

nellis@cord.edu
ConcordialanguageVillages.org

Inspiring Courageous Global Citizens

Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn | Pinterest | Twitter | YouTube

*Attached brochure lays out vision for the Korean Language Village.

*With invited guests and villagers on site, we are unable to accommodate an event open to the
general public.
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