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For 25 years, Sup sogGi Hosu, "the world's one and only Korean Language Village," 
has attracted more than 2,000 students aged 7 to 18 from across the United States 
and from a number of other countries. Sup sogGi Hosu offers one-, two- and four­
week sessions, incorporating al l levels of language proficiency from beginners to 
advanced speakers. The four-week session is the equivalent of one year of high 

school language instruction and attracts up to 40 students each summer. 

Sup sogGi Hosu is run by d istinguished professionals in the fields of Korean Studies 
and Korean language education. The Vi llage Founder and Dean Emeritus, Dr. Ross 
King of the University of British Columbia, is an internationally recognized expert in 

Korean language and literature. The current Village Dean, Dr. Dafna Zur, is Associate 
Professor of East Asian Languages and Cultures at Stanford University. She has been 
on staff for 20 years at the Korean Language Village, with the last 12 years as dean. 

SUP SOGOi Hosu I CAPITAL PROJECT O V ERV IEW 



KENNY AND SIMONE PARK 
SIMONE CORPORATI ON 

Kenny and Simone Park and the Simone Corporation (Seoul, 
Korea) provided a lead gift o f $5 million to Concordia Language 
Villages to init iate the first phase of construction of the Korean 
Language Village on Turtl e River Lake, near Bemidj i, Minn. This 
is the largest single gift to the Vi llages in its 63-year history. 
Phase one of the capital project is now complete with the 
construct ion of the d ining center with commerc ial kitchen, 
administrative complex, two v illager residences, soccer field and 
waterfront area. The second phase consists of additiona l v illager 
residences and a cultural activities center situated around a 
central plaza, a sports act ivity center w ith a trad it iona l Korean 
archery range and a Hanok-style pavilion at the lakefront's edge. 
The second phase is estimated at a total of $7-8 million. 
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I believe that one of the best gifts for young 
people is providing access and motivation 

for them to learn and experience global 
cultures. And I consider the Korean 

Language Village to be a perfect model 
of how best to create global citizens. 

Kenny Park 
CEO, Simone Corporation 



CREATING LIFELONG LEARNERS OF KOREAN 

The t rad it iona l Korean house, known as a 
hanok, is a so lid one-level construction made 
of stone, wood and eart h. Designed to be a 
pa rt of its natu ral sur round ings, a masterfu ll y­

const ruct ed hanok can last fo r centur ies, 
vent ilated by ca reful ar rangement and an 
ast ut e understand ing o f w ind fl ow. Stu rdy, 
regu lar ly p laced posts support t he weight o f 
the st ructure, a llowing a ser ies o f screen doo rs 
to sh ift int o rooms that expand and contract in 
s ize accord ing to need. It has been sa id that a 
hanok is a house t hat b reathes, and that t hose 
who dwell here become a pa rt o f nature. 

Architectural Vision 
Although Korean arch it ect ure has changed 
to incorpo rate t he conven iences o f modern 
li fe, the geometric shapes and ang les of the 
c lass ica l hanok, as well as the emphasis on 
harmony w it h natu re, cont inue to occupy an 
impo rtant ro le in cont emporary Korean design. 
The new Sup sogiJi Hosu site similar ly refl ects 
the bridg ing between t rad it ional aesthet ics 
and modern-day funct iona lity. A rch ig roup MA 
(Seou l, Ko rea) is the arch it ect ura l firm that 
c reative ly incorporated all these authent ic 
e lements to prov ide the v ision fo r const ructing 
a Korean Language V il lage in t he North Woods 

of Minnesota. 



Han-Mi Commons 
The yea r 2023 ma rked the 70-yea r milestone of 
t he Repub lic o f Korea - Un ited St ates a lliance 
t hat began du ring the Korean Wa r. American 
so ld ie rs who served dur ing the conflict were 
d isp roport ionate ly represent ed by ind iv idua ls from 
Minnesota, chosen specif ica lly fo r the ir hearty 
abi li ty to endure s imilar, harsh w inter cond it ions. 
The Han-Mi Commons is located in the cent er o f 
t he Korean Language V illage to honor the memory 
o f those who served to protect and rebu ild t he 
nat ion of Ko rea and t o acknowledge the c lose 
re lations between Korea and bot h the Un ited 
States and Minnesota . In t he heart o f the V illage, 
t he Han-Mi Commons serves as the cent ra l hub o f 
all immersion learn ing and cu lt u ra l act iv it ies that 
are o ffe red t hroughout the day at Sup sogui Hosu. 
Th is space a llows for simu ltaneous, mult ifunct iona l 
small -g roup act iv it ies as we ll as large-sca le 
perfo rmances and even ing p rog rams. 
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